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1. Introduction
This is a street access audit focussing on the southern side of Peebles, in particular the
areas and routes around Priorsford Primary School and Peebles High School, broadly
shown in the map below. It was carried out by representatives of Tweedale Access Panel,
and David Hunter (Not for Profit Planning) in October 2020.

2. Observations
From Kingsmeadows Road car park to Priorsford Primary School
The pavement on the main (Kingsmeadows) road is mostly very narrow (1.45 m) and on one

side of the road only. On the south side at the pedestrian crossing, the clear walking zone
between the guard rails is only 1 metre. The guardrail is easy to walk into (TAP members
have done this) and it would be useful to review whether it can be made less intrusive for
pedestrians while maintaining necessary protection.
The road surface on the vehicle entrance to the Victoria Park Centre is a wide ‘bell-mouth’
type with a poor surface (1): resurfacing would aid people walking or wheeling across the
junction. There are dropped kerbs at both the east and western side of this junction, but they
pitch someone using a wheelchair (or pram) into the carriageway, rather than directly across
(i.e. parallel to the main carriageway). A further hazard is a drain cover directly in front of
the western dropped kerb here. The junction would benefit from a tighter corner radius to
provide a more ‘right-angled’ junction, with new dropped kerbs and possibly tactile paving.
The entrance to Glensax Road (2) similarly has a wide splay (meaning that it is further for
people to walk across the junction, and encourages higher vehicle speeds).

1. VICTORIA PARK CENTRE

2. GLENSAX ROAD

At the entrance to Marmion Road, the dropped kerbs direct pedestrians into the carriageway,
as at the Victoria Park Centre above.
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The dropped kerb at Waverley Way with children’s crossing design is in good condition (3).
At Ivanhoe Road telecoms works were in progress, presenting a number of obstructions on
the pavements (4).

3. WAVERLEY WAY

4. IVANHOE ROAD

Wheelie bins were partially obstructing the
pavement on Witchwood Crescent (5).

5. WITCHWOOD CRESCENT
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The footpath from Glen Road through Crookston Place down to Cademuir Drive has
numerous potholes (6, 7). This is a popular route to Priorsford Primary School as it doesn’t
sit beside a road and is also used by school/nursery for visits to Jubilee Wood, off Glen
Road. There are also potholes in road where pedestrians coming off this path would cross
Cademuir Drive to join the pavement on the other side going to Priorsford Primary.

6. GLEN ROAD - CROOKSTON
PLACE FOOTPATH

7. CROOKSTON PLACE CADEMUIR DRIVE FOOTPATH

The path along the west side of Priorsford Primary ends on Cademuir Drive with no dropped
kerb, although this is a busy route to school (8). Many streets in this part of town (eg
Whitehaugh Avenue, Victoria Park Drive) have wide ‘bellmouth’ splays at their junctions,
often without dropped kerbs (9).

8. CADEMUIR DRIVE
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9. WHITEHAUGH AVENUE

The dropped kerbs on both sides of Moss Park
at its junction with Victoria Park Drive are in
poor condition and cause TAP members
problems on a regular basis (10). The road is
potholed at the Victoria Park Drive/Kingsmuir
Crescent junction.

10.MOSS PARK

The pavements through Cleland Avenue from Glensax Road to Victoria Park Drive are potholed and have sunken patches where trenches have been dug and refilled, etc. The Cleland Avenue houses are all occupied by elderly or disabled people, the majority of whom
are understood to be blue badge holders. Overgrown hedges (holly in one location!) and/or
trees are a hazard in places including Edderston Road (east side) and The Mount (north
side).
The road/path into Victoria Park from Springhill
Road (through the main gates, or rather the only
gated entrance) is badly potholed, but is probably the least well used of all the park entrances/exits. Victoria Park footpaths are potholed (11); the path leading straightest from Victoria Park Drive to Priorsford footbridge is in
need of some attention, particularly a pothole
tripping hazard close to the tree with seats built
around it.

11.VICTORIA PARK

Glen Road was noted to have very narrow pavements, despite often being busy with school
children. There is no protection against parking at the dropped kerb on east side road by the
tennis club, opposite the entrance to Kingsmuir House (12). This is reported as being used
by a disabled person to cross the road. (It is noted from GoogleEarth images that a white
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‘H-bar’ protected this kerb in 2011). There is a pothole on the pavement opposite
Whinnyknowe. On the western side of Springwood Road, at the junction with Glen Road,
there is another drain cover in the carriageway, close to the dropped kerb (13).

12. GLEN ROAD

13. SPRINGWOOD ROAD

There is a trip hazard on the southern side of No 15 Springhill Road (14). On the north side
of Springhill Road, a van parked in a driveway obstructed the narrow pavement (15).

14. SPRINGHILL ROAD
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15. SPRINGHILL ROAD

Along Bonnington Road, the pavement is sunken or broken causing trip hazards outside the
gate into Hillside (16, 17).

16. BONNINGTON ROAD
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17. BONNINGTON ROAD

Tactile paving on the eastern side of Bonnington
Road is squint and should be re-aligned correctly
(18). There is tactile paving on the dropped kerb
on one side (southern) only of Springwood Road
- this should be matched by tactile paving on the
opposite pavement.

18. BONNINGTON ROAD

On Springwood Terrace (east side) near the Springwood Road junction there is a trip hazard
around an old electricity supply manhole cover. This junction is very poor for pedestrians
with narrow pavements, no dropped kerb and a long stretch of carriageway to walk or wheel
across.
From Priorsford Bridge to Kingsmeadows Road Car Park, via Tweed Green
The bridge currently has instructions to limit social distancing as a result of the COVID-19
pandemic. Cyclists are instructed to dismount. Because it is so narrow, there is clearly some
potential for conflict between people using the bridge although it is not obvious how this
might be addressed. There are potholes in the ramp on north side of bridge.
North of the river, Tweed Green has a care home and a narrow, undulating pavement (19).
There appears to be plenty of space to widen the pavement and it would benefit from a
continuous flat surface along the building edge. The disabled parking bay markings outside
the Peebles Nursing Home are faded and should be re-painted.
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To the East, it is noted that the junction at the foot of Tweedbrae with Tweed
Avenue/Walker’s Haugh presents a number of difficulties. At the corner of the Evangelical
Church, the pavement is narrow, there is a significant kerb height and a steep gradient (20).

20. TWEED BRAE

19. TWEED GREEN

Some vehicles heading east along Tweed Green to go round the corner up Tweedbrae were
seen to be travelling quite fast. There is a lot of space devoted to the carriageway here and
the entire junction would benefit from a review. Widening pavements could make it easier to
navigate the considerable gradients, could calm traffic and also make it easier to cross the
road more safely (21). The eastern pavement on Tweedbrae has a dropped kerb at the
church entrance, but this is not matched by one on the western pavement, even though the
eastern pavement doesn’t continue up the street (22).

21. TWEED BRAE

22. TWEED BRAE

Tweed Avenue has already-narrow pavements which are inaccessible on bin day, and there
is a section with no pavement at all (23).Coming from the Gytes Leisure Centre main door,
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there are dropped kerbs to cross the car park to the pavement to Walkershaugh, but no
dropped kerbs from that pavement across front of the Beltane Shed, or across the junction
with Tweed Avenue.
Returning to Tweed Green, heading west towards the main bridge, the pavement is again
on one side of the road only, and narrow - only 0.65 metres at one point (making it
impassable for most wheelchair users) (24).

23. TWEED AVENUE

24. TWEED GREEN

The western end of Tweed Green is a challenging pedestrian environment, largely because
of the gradients involved to reach the bridge. Having crossed the bridge on the eastern
pavement, to the south of the river, the Harbro Country Store sign is mounted on an
unnecessary pole (if required at all, it should be moved on to the adjacent lamp post (25).
The junction of Kingsmeadows Road with Springhill Road involves a very wide stretch of
carriageway, with considerable traffic movements in and out. Tightening up the junction
geometry would make it easier for pedestrians to cross (26).
Similarly, crossing the river from the north on the western side of Tweed Bridge, over into
Springhill Road, the dropped kerbs and traffic island near the Coronation Oak are set back
from the wide road junction to where the road is narrower, but perhaps too close for comfort
to the blind corner of Caledonian Road. Traffic coming along the long, straight, Caledonian
Road and round this corner, past trees and bushes, has little time to react to a pedestrian
on the road; perhaps the recent speed restriction to 20 mph throughout Peebles will help.
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26. KINGSMEADOWS ROAD

25. KINGSMEADOWS ROAD
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3. Conclusions
Chief observations on accessibility of the pedestrian environment in this part of town are:
• there are many narrow pavements, even in areas which have high footfall by school
children which should have a high priority (e.g. Glen Road, Kingsmeadows Road,
Springwood Road and Springwood Road);
• many junctions don’t have dropped kerbs;
• a legacy of outdated road design means that many residential streets have wide junctions
which encourage vehicles to travel fast, and increase the time pedestrians must cross the
road (carriageway);
• some detailed, but important improvements could be made in footway design, especially
ensuring that dropped kerbs are aligned perpendicular to the road which the they are
crossing, and that at driveways, some of the pavement is maintained as a flat surface
(rather than the whole pavement sloping towards the road);
• some improvements to tactile pavements should be made, ensuring that they are wellaligned, and always matching on each side of the road. The overall policy on tactile paving
may be worth reviewing in consultation with Access Panel, especially in view the revised
national guidance expected early in 2021;
• Some junctions (e.g. the foot of Tweed Brae, Kingsmeadows/Springhill/Caledonian
Roads) would benefit from a wholesale re-think, with the aim of improving pedestrian
movement and access, calming traffic and reducing the amount of space provided for
vehicles.
Potential ‘quick wins’:
• add missing dropped kerbs to important routes (especially Cademuir Drive and Tweed
Brae)
• re-paint markings indicating parking restrictions outside Peebles Nursing Home.
***
David Hunter
Not for Profit Planning
www.nfpplanning.com
20/11/2020
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