Peebles Street Access Audit (3): North Peebles

Tweeddale Access Panel

November 2020

Contents

1. Introduction and Map
2. Observations
3. Conclusions

1. Introduction
This is a street access audit focussing on the northern side of Peebles, in particular the
areas around and routes from Halyrude RC Primary School to Rosetta Road, Tesco and
Sainsbury’s including Northgate. The preliminary observations were complemented by and
added to by members of TAP walking or wheeling a broadly similar route to that shown on
the map below.

2. Observations
From Halyrude RC Primary School to St Andrew’s Road
Going south on the eastern pavement of Rosetta Road, the pavement is initially in quite
good condition and comparatively wide. The Scottish Borders school crossing ‘elephant
design’ is noted at various crossing points and an informal crossing point in good condition
has been installed opposite Premier stores.
The junction with March Street (1) feels
exposed, with one-way traffic emerging quite
fast from Rosetta Road. It is noted that the
eastern Rosetta Road pavement has been
widened, but if this could be extended to
include both sides of March Street this might
improve the sightlines and how the junction
feels for pedestrians.

1. MARCH STREET

Crossing to the western pavement and continuing
south, Rosetta Road (2) feels a hostile place, very
exposed to traffic, much of it quite fast and close. The
pavement is only 1.15 metres wide and less than a
metre at lamp posts. Although there was no parking on
the western side of the street (it is too narrow for parking
on both sides) the double yellow lines are very faded.

2. ROSETTA ROAD

Turning right into St Andrew’s Road, the pavement is very narrow at the corner (3) and this
continues along St Andrew's Road (4), where hedges and lampposts also reduce to
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pavement to less that 1 metre (the minimum width suitable for a wheelchair user, according
to official design guidance (Inclusive Mobility, 2005, under revision 1).

3. ST ANDREW’S ROAD

4. ST ANDREW’S ROAD

Gladstone Place to Tesco, via George Street
Gladstone Place suffered from some obstruction by residential wheelie bins. Wemyss Place
pavements appeared noticeably wider than the preceding streets but is still only 1.55 metres
wide - too narrow for two wheelchair users to pass, for example.
Re-tracing steps and into George Street, the pavement
was of poorer surface and several small food recycling
caddies were on the pavement, a potential trip hazard
especially for visually impaired people. There are no
dropped kerbs on the Northern pavement at George
Place and this junction can be precarious if there is a
lot of traffic.
Turning south into Dovecot Road, the pavement
becomes broad and separated from the road by a verge
- more generous pedestrian space than elsewhere. The
entrance to some retirement housing to the east of the
road appears to be paved with ‘pedestrian deterrent’
material (5) - it this is intended to be an access point,
this should certainly be replaced.

5. DOVECOT ROAD
1

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inclusive-mobility/inclusive-mobility
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The pavement at the goods entrance to Tesco is poor.
It was noted that the bus stop outside Tesco (6) is well
designed with a high kerb to allow buses to pull close
into the stop. There was an Openreach red and white
partition at the far side of the vehicle access to Tesco
which had to be moved to enable a TAP member to
pass (7).

6. TESCO BUS STOP

7. DOVECOT ROAD

Tesco to Eastgate via Northgate
The junction of Dovecot Road and March Street has a very wide splay (perhaps partly
needed to accommodate servicing of Tesco) with dropped kerbs sited well away from the
‘desire line’ (8). Nearby to the west on the opposite side of March Street, the pavement has
a curious ‘dip’ outside Abbotsneuk (9); there is no corresponding dropped kerb on the other
side for the road. The March St crossing is precarious. A Panel member reported he often
has to push his way on to the road to get out when there is a lot of traffic. Vehicles tend not
to stop.

8. DOVECOT ROAD
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9. MARCH STREET

After crossing Eddleston Water on the south
side of the March Street bridge, there is a
seat at the junction with Dean Park (10); a
welcome, rare sight!

10. DEAN PARK

Continuing towards the town centre on Northgate, the junction with Dean Park (11, 12)
presented a number of potential access problems on the eastern side:
• the crossing of Dean Park has dropped kerbs too far from the desire line along Northgate
and the southern one was parked on by a van;
• the northern side of Dean Park pavement has a cluster of clutter including guard rails which
inhibit pedestrian movement;
• crossing Northgate immediately south of this junction, there is only one dropped kerb with
tactile paving (eastern side) not mirrored on the western pavement.
• It was noted that buses coming up Northgate have a tight manoeuvre turning right into
Dean Park and that the current design may be intended to enhance pedestrian safety;
however, the whole street design at this point would benefit from a review.

11. NORTHGATE/DEANPARK
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12. NORTHGATE/DEANPARK

Further down Northgate, there are no dropped kerbs on the west side at Northgate Vennel
(13) or on the east side at the service access to Sainsbury’s (14). At the pedestrian access
to Sainsbury’s, opposite Usher’s Wynd, the tactile paving is incorrectly aligned and should
be relaid on both sides of Northgate (15).

13. NORTHGATE VENNEL

15. USHER’S WYND
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14. NORTHGATE

Traffic cones (16) and food bins were on the pavement
on the Northgate which got in the way of TAP members.
Works were taking place to improve the footway on the
eastern side of Northgate which are no doubt welcome.
However, it was noted that there was no matching temporary ramp in place on the opposite side of the street
as required by statutory ‘Red Book’ guidance 2 (17). A
TAP member had to go on to the road to get round the
works and as there were no dropped kerbs he was
stranded in the road until such time as he could find a
lowered pavement section. Prior to completion there
was also a section of sand that would have stopped a
wheelchair user passing (18). The dropped kerbs up the
Bridgegate are poor and the kerbs are high.

16. NORTHGATE

17. NORTHGATE

18. NORTHGATE

Venlaw Road to Halyrude PS via Dovecot Road
Venlaw (19) is a small area of ‘shared space’, where pedestrians and vehicles use the same
surface with no kerbs. This design has been criticised by visual impairment groups owing to
the perceived risks to blind people, although it is understood that there is little traffic and that
which there is moves slowly.

2

bit.ly/34EAyZn
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At the car park/bus stand, there is another example of a dropped kerb/tactile paving without
a corresponding one on the opposite side near the zebra crossing (20).

19. VENLAW

20. EAST STATION CAR PARK

Returning across the bridge over Eddleston Water on the north side of March Street, the
pavement is only 80cm wide - too narrow for many wheelchair users (21). Removing parking
from the bridge would provide the opportunity to considerably widen the pavements. A
wheelchair user was observed heading down Damdale, using the carriageway (see also
Conclusions). The path along by the Cuddy is in poor state of repair. There were leaves on
it and it can be slippery in winter.
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The junction of March Street Lane and March Street (22) is very poor with an excessively
wide splay for pedestrians to cross, dropped kerbs sited off the desire line and with a grit
bin partially obstructing the route from the eastern dropped kerb.

21. MARCH STREET BRIDGE

22. MARCH STREET LANE

Crossing at the Damdale junction back on to
the pavement at March St. is precarious because of the sight
lines and parking (23). Cars move fast around here. At the
junction of North Place and George Place there was a crash
barrier on the pavement going around the back of Halyrude
PS where the pavement was too narrow for a scooter user to
pass.

23. DAMDALE
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3. Conclusions
Chief observations on accessibility of the pedestrian environment in this part of town are:
• there are many narrow pavements, even in areas which have high footfall, sometimes
exposed to traffic (eg Rosetta Road);
• many junctions don’t have dropped kerbs;
• some improvements to tactile pavements should be made, ensuring that they are wellaligned, and always matching as pairs on each side of the road. The overall policy on
tactile paving may be worth reviewing in consultation with Access Panel, especially in view
of the revised national guidance (expected early in 2021);
• The junctions of March Street/Rosetta Road and of Northgate/Dean Park would benefit
from a wholesale re-think, with the aim of improving pedestrian movement and access,
calming traffic and reducing the amount of space provided for vehicles;
• Overall, the combination of narrow pavements, wide junction splays and missing dropped
kerbs appears to make the carriageway a more appealing option for many people using
mobility aids (especially wheelchairs but also prams/buggies) than the pavement. This
was both observed, and also confirmed by the individual experience of some members of
the TAP. There is clearly no quick fix to many of these features which have been in place
for decades, but it may at least lend weight to the case for calming and slowing down traffic
throughout the town.
Potential ‘quick wins’:
• add missing dropped kerbs to important routes (especially George Place, Northgate);
• re-paint yellow lines on Rosetta Road;
• identify more places to put a seat or bench to provide a rest opportunity for people who
cannot walk far;
• investigate and if necessary, remedy the ‘pedestrian deterrent’ paving off Dovecot Road;
• Ensure all roadworks comply with ‘Red Book’ guidance.
***
David Hunter
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